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Snow, cold
are snags
to loving

winter

F'm Andrea and this i
ity life (Chapter 25):

Well, iCs Febroary, and
s =il cold and saowy
oul. This is the time of
vewr ial | hale the most,
cspecilly when we el
iher firal spowsiorm of the
viear the last day of Jan
LTy,

What wes up wilk that?

I had o be the mast
depressing sight ever
when [ woke up Friday o
s snow-covered road-
ways and sidewalks. | just
wanted to sy in bed all
day and nol have o do
anything. (Vo make mat-
fers worse, | had o be af
work al 30 am. Um s
ally still sound aslecp al
that time,)

January and February
have 10 be the wors) Iwno
months of the vear, I1's
oo cold 1o de anything
oulskle unbess | wanl 1o
frecze Wo diath, and I'm
sick of being coopod up
ian the howse,

By the end of Febru-
ary, Umi 5o deproessed thal
I want to crawl in a hole
and not come aul, Hut
thien things start 1o get
better — the days gol
bonger and warmer, and
there are signs of life oul
sirle,

I'm going through
cabin fever really bad
right now. [ aecd 1o have
spring comec = anil st
T'm sick of these dreary
day= and the long, cold
ighis,

T Bke the sunsline and
when it stays light out
pntil mid-evening. 1 like
1o o home xt night and
see the daylight fade
away — nok go home in
thee dhark nighi.,

When 1 get homae i
right and it's dark ool al
ready, 1 don't feel like
dhitng amything bt slevp-
g U 20 unproductine
during the  winter
THTHES

I lomg for the days
wheen | can po home, grll
out and sil oulside and
enjoy lhe nice summer
lemperalones.

['m =ick af being so
cold all the time that |
cannot Sland il lut vou
know in the zammer 11
complain abouwt it being
o hot and humid — 1 al
WS CH.

Even though I'll com-
plain about it being too
hid and too humid, | sall
like the summer beller
than (ke winter. There's
jast =0 much more that |
cun do during the sum-
mer = hiking, grilling,
ﬂ\.imming andl ather ac-
tvitics.

I bt weiniber 5o msch,
1 was 20 happy this winter
when there wasn'l any
spov. | jurst Duigoe (i penst
srWrwetorm i the only big
one that we have all win-
ter,

Today is Groundhog
Day, and | wonder il the
famous groundhog is
going Lo see his shadow
or nol. | hope hie doesn’l,
g0 he'll stay oul and
spring will come — if
anly it was thal casy

Let's all think spring
and iry to make it
through the rest of winter
the best we can.

E-mail Andrea  al
arorrtSnTre porfer com.

COMTACT: Aaron Ramgponi.

E-MAIL: aramponi & idireportercom
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Galloping

First Clyvdesdale
born at farm
after 4 attempts

By Shernn Rownik
L ErreEn i
sl S i L coms

TOWK OF FOREST —
ley pulis of breath, like
small clouds, filled the hum
shortly after midnight in
the: Town of Forest I"ﬂ:tl. of
Fond ths Lae,

Tim Wizkow Lmhhﬂd
towcds, seapy walier, whal-
ever he
thioughl i
might weed,
The night
waz bilter
ooild @ the
haby was
COTNT.

Majestic,
thie first Tive gl born at
Whisper Hill Clvdesdales
un Poplar Hoad, weighed
150 pounds when she
lipped into the world and
into Wiskow™s life on Jan,
2, Ever since purchasing a
E:il‘ of fillles in 19949, 3

splthy Chydesalale foal has
been his dream, and his
path fo a fulure in the rane
eguine world of Clydes-
ilales,

The newborn Clydesdake
is zomeihing o neigh
aboul, capecially in eese
parts, Wiskow said. Within
a hundred-mile radios of
Fond du Lac, peraps three
other furms harbor this spe-
cial breed of draft horse
‘made famous by the An-
heuserliusch beer compa-

Judy Larson of Larsons”
Famous Clydesdales in
Ripon  wholeheartedly
aproes with Wiskow that a
newhaorn Clydesdale is

“truly special. The breed

known as the “pentle gant™
is rare becanse of the diff-
cultics it has reproducing.
Since bringing home his
first pair of 15-month-old
Clydesdales, Rose and
Cher, from (he Larson farm.
Witkow zaid he lost three
Chydesdale foals in a row
belore Majestic was born.
“Filty percent of the
Chrdesdales born are borm
withoul anlibodics,” Larson
said of a condition thal was-
'l discovered in the breed
until nine years aro by re-
searchers at the University
of Michigan. “That means
thene 15 a 50 percenl mdoe
tality rale for newhorn

Az Wiskow takies Rose
and Majestic for a walk
through the snow-coverod
fieldds of his parcols’ 47-ncre

The chﬂrter Sunday, February 2, 2003

'munmtr

into the world

AT

ABOVE: Tim Wiskow exercises with Rose and her mewborn Clydesdale, Majestic, recently at his farm on Poplar flead, east of Fond du Lac.
Filty percent of newborn Clydesdales do nat survive becawse of lack of antibodies, according 10 Judy Larson of Larsons” Famows Clydesdales
in Flipon. Wiskow lost three Clydesdale foals in a row behere Majestic was born. BELDW: Majestic marches anound freé days after bir beth.

hobby Brmy = the fve-day
old flly a jumble of long
legrs plowing (hreuph snow
= he talks about his child-
hood dream and a fire that
put his horselife on hold,

uutil e

I.-lqu:u: mmmm Il.u-:h:m»hn mepfuer whils
walhing aroursd 3t Tim Wiskow's Popler Road farmin the Town of Far-

pat, ast of Fand du Lac,

“When [ was a kid, my
parenis, Arnctte and Dar
rill, lived five miles from
here. For a combination
sixth birthday/Christmas
presenl, my  parenils
prormised me a loese, bt |
hail to wal until spring. In
1977, onm St Patrick's Day,
the house burped down,
my parenis moved o the
city, and nry dreams of has-
ing a horse were shat-
tered.” he sl

Twenty-two years later,
after hiz parenis buall their
new home in the couniry,
Wikhow fell in Tever willy the
two brown-haired fillies al
Larsons, purchased an
ove heorse [rader with
a seven-fod ceiling, amd the
rest is history. The pair cost
Wishoow 55,000, he saild,

Learning ag he went
along, Wiskow helped train
Ro=e: and Cher to pull caris
and wagons, In the next
vear or £6 he intends to
starl iz oam business with
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ipaling in paraches, competk
tions, haveides and what he
calls “fairy-tale” woddings.

The 3lvearold Wiskow
is cmploved as an asskstani
store manager al Culvers
in Astrwaubenon, an hour's
dhrive feam the Brm,

“Part of the Clydesdales’
greatness and appeal with
people i, of course, their
size, b it ala how genthe
and tame they are”
Wickow zaid. =Ty are shy
al first - like Majestic, she
is juzt s full of woneer, x-
ploring Lhe workd.”

A quallion, LB Ooe-dne
AMillion, Enown as Willbur,
is Majestic's [ather, The
pew arrival brings the m
ber of Clydesdales sl Whis-
pier Hill ko four,

Because the Wiskow
farm has a serics of lean-
bi's inslead af a barn, netghe
hors Linda and Dan
Heimermann loaned the
mlherdiche their harn for

the big cvent. Kose and her  =aidd

dasghter will remain there
wuntil the weathor warms up.
Linda says they are wel-
COME EUCsls,

*This was our firs] coope-
ricmer having 3 horse on
e Farm, =0 when the baly
Wi barn, il wies exciling for
ug,” Linda Helmermana
S

Majestic is huge, she
satidd, et already ooks for
ward fo human visits and
neick rubs,

Kiel veterinurian Hannah

1t'

All about Clydesdales
The Clydesdale broed oripinat-  herses.
e in Clyde Valliey, Lanarkshire, B Adult margs measure 18
“Seotland, in the mid-cighteenth  bands (5 feel 7 inches) at the
century, when the sith Duisof  shoulder and welgh up to 2.000
Hamidson imgoetod a Flemish stal- - pownds. Mok Chpdesdales mea-
liom fromm Flanders, according ta sure wp to/19 kasds and welgh up
information on fhe Anheuser 102, 200 pounds.
Busch Clydesdals Web site 31 B The msi commén colors
www.abchderdates cos, are bay (3 decp mahogany beown)
The biced developed fromthe and brown, thitigh some are gray
mating of the Fiemish stalion with  and black, White markmgs on the
a workherse mare. face, legs and sometimes on the
W The Clydesdale was bred for  body are typical.
hauling csal and dedng fanm work, B The Nalioaal Chydesdale
and replaced the Shise eeed 352 Horse Show will be beid July 31
cEmiage hoeie, through Ausg. 3at Wisconsia State
B There are 30 g3 tmated Fair Park in'West Allis.
£.500 8o 3,000 Clydesdales in the B Mare wlormation on tha
United States. breed &5 available theough Chydes-
B Arhiitsi-Buseh maintaing  dade Brenders of the LS A at B3
e barpest beeed of Chydesdales m 247870, or by visiting its Web
the woeld, between 225 and 250 site 2t wawchydesusa.com.
an eight-horse hitch, partic-  Gever examined mother

and daughiter afler the barth
andd gave them a chean bill
of health, Geyer said
Wiskow's horses are her
first Chydesdale palicnis,

=1 think a lot of peaple
whio own draft horses don’l
know wery much about
them,” Gever said, "They
pesd to eglucate themseles
o how Lo care for them,
and 1he difficoliies (hal go
along with choosing this
bevel.™

Larzon, who currently
owns 13 horses amd hasn't
fiagt @ foad om her e for
15 years, said they go
through a Jol 1o keep their
habies alive.

“Two wieks before the
mares are doe we have
blood drawn and plasma
made, Afler the foals are
horn, we have Lo wail 12
fionirs after birlth W Lest
thern for antiboddies. I you
don't tesl, they can still die
wp bt mionihs ofd,” she

Their long legs com-
potund an already difficolt
birth, she added.

Being a new horse
ovener, Wiskow said Mapes-
fic = worth everyvihing he's
proat through (o got ber, in-
cluding Hoze's 324-day

pregnancy.

“These are my babies,”
fe said, “When | go oul
there, they know it's feed-
ing lime and come running.
s all pretly exciting stuffl
to me.”
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Roosters
attacked
my mom

I am lanpdon Divers,
a Ieyearobd old Fomld
du Lac native whao
learned about chickens
when | was about 6 years

ol

Char litthe larmhogse
witd aboul ancfourth
mile north of the Seoll
Sireel corner, whore
Highway 175 turns noeth
and goes to Nerth Foml
du Lac, The house was
on the west side of 0 nar
pow grave] road that hiod
wery shallow disches,

Mothier et me run all
aroumnd then, boecaonse
there was very Bitle trad
fic — only om: or two old
cars a day went by, The
howse wasz all alone an
farmtland that stretclied
in all directions.

My [atler. a railroad
conduwetor  with e
Cliags & North Wesl-
ern, radsed big Barred
Plymouih Boeck Chickens
for fun. They were so
tame | could petl cvery
one of the 12 big roosters
that were almost a< lall
a2 [ was,

My lather made megae
far ooz of the chickens,
for they —

Wi =n
lame
ihat
thesy il
lowed
him @
h |. ok
away in
a ficld, LmplenBiver
where e cought 2 sireed
car carly i the marmang
to o okt his railroad run.
And wheen e came honwe
ahoasl 4 1 the allernoan,
the chickens would run
thesr beges ol [ oo meet hian
when he gol off the
strectear and followed
i hme,

(e conl morning.
about 10 a.m., Mother
went autside for some-
thing on the porch and
bolted guickly back in
the daor with her fee
grratehed and blomdy.
She thought the big
roosiers had gone mad
e way they Dew al her
She made o day in the
hose all day.

Wheen my father canae
Foarmse: i Uhae affermossn af
4, the chickens ran 1o
mect him in the Geld as
sl snd walked home
with him. Mother had a
hard time convincing
him what the roosters
had dume o her — bul
her soratched face was
ool emoeh,

| remember well that
Dad s=aid Lo my muolher,
“Well, vou go oul ami do
exiclly wlr.it yust ehid this
morning.”

S0 Mother pol ready
amd slowdy went out, and
the roosters starled to iy
al her again, bul she shut
the dioir before vy dam-
e was done,

I remember [
baoghed and sad, “They
don't like your red
gwealer your pul on, Take
it off and bry again,”

She took it off, with
much hesitalion, and
slowly went  oulside
agrain. The roosters were
nioe sind L again,

[ learned then that
chickens and birds can
distinguish differcut col
ors, A,




